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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0446 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, NU, SHUM 

SUBJECT: PRIVATE SECTOR STATEMENT OF JANUARY 29 

1 . AT A MEETING ON SUNDAY JAN 29 THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRINCIPAL 
NICARAGUAN PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS APPROVED THE FOLLOWING STATE- 
MENT: 


"THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR, IN PERMANENT SESSION, 

DECLARE: THAT THE SUCCESSFUL NATIONAL WORK STOPPAGE, THAT HAS REACHED 
PROPORTIONS NEVER SEEN BEFORE, HAS BEEN POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF THE 
TOTAL SUPPORT OF THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE WHO, IN THIS WAY, MANIFEST 
THEIR REPUDIATION OF AND PROTEST AGAINST THE ABSENCE OF JUSTICE AND 
LIBERTY. 

"CONSCIOUS OF THE CRUCIAL MOMENT THROUGH WHICH THE COUNTRY IS GOING, 
WE REAFFIRM OUR DECISION TO CONTINUE THE WORK STOPPAGE UNTIL THERE 
IS JUSTICE AND LIBERTY IN NICARAGUA. 

"CENSORSHIP OF RADIO AND TELEVISION IMPOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT WITHOUT 
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A LEGALLY DECREED STATE OF SIEGE OPENLY VIOLATES THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE REPUBLIC. "WE SUPPORT ENERGETICALLY THE VALIANT STAND TAKEN BY 
THE UNION OF RADIO BROADCASTERS OF MANAGUA IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION AND OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA. 

"THE FORCE OF REPRESSION WILL NOT BEND THE WILL OF THE NICARAGUAN 
PEOPLE." 
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2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHAMBER OF INDUSTRIES WAS ABSENT FROM 
YESTERDAY S MEETING AND, THEREFORE, DID NOT SUBSCRIBE TO THE COM- 
MUNIQUE, BUT TODAY, JAN 30, THEY REJOINED THE GROUP. 

3. THE REFERENCE TO CENSORSHIP RELATES TO COERCION BY THE GON TO 
RESTRICT REPORTING OF CURRENT EVENTS. IT HAS INCLUDED TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION OF BROADCASTING OF AT LEAST TWO RADIO NEWS PROGRAMS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS UNUSUALLY STRONG STATEMENT BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
ORGANIZATIONS CONTRADICTS THE PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT HAD CIRCULATED 
EARLIER THAT THE STRIKE MIGHT COME TO AN END ON MONDAY, JAN 30. 
ACCORDING TO SOME EMBASSY SOURCES, THE DETERMINATION OF THE LEADERS 
OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO CONTINUE THE STRIKE HAS ONLY BEEN STRENGTHENED 

BY THE GOVERNMENT S INCREASINGLY OVERT THREATS OF REPRISALS. THEY 
MIGHT HAVE ALSO BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE RUMOR THAT PRESIDENT HAD 
PROMISED THE CABINET AND NATIONAL GUARD LEADERS THAT THE STRIKE 
WOULD BE OVER ON MONDAY (N.B. A CABINET OFFICER TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
THERE IS NO TRUTH TO THAT RUMOR). THE ONLY INFORMATION THE STRIKE 
MAY BE ENDING COMES FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF A MAJOR MANUFACTURING 
FIRM IN MANAGUA, WHICH HAS BEEN CLOSED, WHO INFORMED EMBOFF ON JAN 
39 THAT THEY PLANNED TO REOPEN ON JAN 31 AND THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD 
MOST OTHER BUSINESSES WOULD ALSO BE REOPENING ON THE SAME DAY. 

EMBASSY WILL REPORT BY SEPTEL ON EFFECTIVENESS OF STRIKE THROUGH 
TODAY, JAN 30. 
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